38	EASY GUIDE TO MESMERISM
greater percentage of cures and a smaller percentage
of mortality than any infirmary or hospital in
London. By such practical results the curative virtues
of mesmerism were upheld in this country. In
France, the Academy of Medicine, Paris, in 1831, re-
investigated the subject of mesmerism; the result (was
•6 triumph for Animal Magnetism, the report being
fully in support of that theory.
In France, Germany, Switzerland, India, and now
in Great Britain, Animal Magnetism was placed on
a scientific basis. In 1841 M. Le Fontaine, a French,
man, visited England, and commenced giving public
lectures on Mesmerism and exhibitions of its pheno-
mena. While in Manchester, he attracted the atten-
tion of Dr. Braid, who was at first disposed to treat
M.Le Fontaine's experiments as so much imposture.,
Eventually he admitted the truth of the phenomena
with a new theory of his own, which he called
Hypnotism. Dr. Braid's experiments were remark-
able. Although both he and they were igno-
miniously ignored by the Medical section of the
British Association of Science in 1842, it is only right
to say that the individual members of the Association
gave Dr. Braid great credit for his researches.
Heidenhain and Charcot in some respects follows at a
distance Dr. Braid. They merely dispute the theory
of Animal Magnetism, and attribute the phenomena
to monotony, imitation, touch, and imagination—
setting up one theory to refute another. Since
Dr, Braid published his work, "Neury-hypnology, or
the Rational of the Nervous Sleep," 1843, numerous
other authors and lecturers have made their appear-
ance, among the most successful of swhom were
Spencer T. Hall (the Sherwood Forester, author, poet
and physician) and Capt. Hudson, of Swan sea.
These two gentlemen, more than any other, created
great interest in the subject Henry G. Atkinson
and Miss Martineau added to the public interest by
their letters and publications. In Scotland, Darling
Lewis, Stone, and J. W. Jackson, as experimenters-
and lecturers, aroused public attention. There are

